Our History

The Hill End and Tambaroora Gathering Group is a group of like-minded people who share an interest in the
descendants of families of Hill End and Tambaroora in central western NSW.

Early in the 1930s a group of women and children started to meet regularly in the Royal Botanic Gardens
in Sydney. These were the families of ex residents of the Hill End and Tambaroora goldfields and amongst

them were members of the Ross and Brailey families. Since
leaving the goldfields they had been missing the closeness and
companionship of village life and these meetings went some
way towards restoring the support networks that had formerly
existed.

Before long the male members of the families realized just what
they were missing and were very happy to join in and meet their
old friends and relatives and to once more enjoy the contact.

Soon it became necessary to send out a letter to those who
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collected family history
information and memorabilia and became the unofficial experts on
all matters relating to life in the area. They sent out a newsletter for
32 years giving news of the village and often included copies of old
photographs and the date of the next “Gathering”. W

During the afternoon, at the 2003 “Gathering”, a small group were )
discussing the fact that many of the older generation who had the | |/

knowledge and insight into the vital history of the Hill End and ﬂ“n "
Tambaroora goldfields were no longer with us. It was recognized
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these families before all of them had passed on.

To this end a small group of volunteers, led by Lorraine Purcell, collected and compiled this information
and in 2006 the “Hill End and Tambaroora Pioneer Register” was published. It covered around 600
families from the area and information was supplied by 250 contributors.

The group has now received a new lease of life with the influx of a fresh generation of descendants, those
who are interested in tracing their family history in the area. The advent of the Internet has made the
world a much smaller place and interest in the Register has encouraged researchers to attend the annual
‘Gathering”. As well as a maintaining the links of the original families, it has evolved
into a meeting place for those with connections to the district to join in and share
their experiences and family history research.

In 2006 Bill and Betty Maris handed over the reins of the Group to Lorraine Purcell.
Her interest in Hill End arose when she started doing her family history and
established that her ancestors were early arrivals on the Hill End goldfields. She
attended the Gathering in the Royal Botanic Gardens in the hope of finding other
descendants of her Gaynon and Fitzgerald families. Lorraine is a retired librarian
with a strong interest in Australian history and is very keen to see the preservation
Lorraine Purcell (2012) | of history and research for future generations.




The Group still collects and actively seeks information and memorabilia on Hill End and Tambaroora for
upcoming publication and dissemination. It has become a conduit for connecting families who are
researching the same families. The Newsletter is now sent out twice a year, and reunions have now been
organized in Hill End as well.

The Gathering Group also works closely with Daphne Shead of Hill End Family History, a local volunteer
organization located in Hill End, with similar goals and objectives.




